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Adhering to a Do-Not-Use List of 
Abbreviations, Symbols, and Dose 
Designations  
This is a Required Organizational Practice (ROP) for Accreditation 
 

MISINTERPRETED ABBREVIATIONS INCLUDING DRUG NAME ABBREVIATIONS, 
SYMBOLS, AND DOSE DESIGNATIONS CAN CAUSE MEDICATION SAFETY INCIDENTS 

SUCH AS INCORRECT MEDICATIONS, INCORRECT DOSES, OR INCORRECT DIRECTIONS 

FOR USE THAT MAY RESULT IN CLIENT HARM 

The do not use abbreviations, symbols and dose designations can be 
found on the StaffNet:  

• Medication Order Writing policy (CLI.6010.PL.011) 
•  Do NOT USE: Dangerous Abbreviations, Symbols, Dose Designations list 

(CLI.6010.PL.011.SD.01)  

Clinical team’s role: 
• REPORT MISINTERPRETED ABBREVIATIONS, SYMBOLS AND DOSE DESIGNATIONS THAT COULD HAVE 

HARMED, OR DID HARM A CLIENT AS A MEDICATION SAFETY INCIDENT  
• ALL SITES SHOULD BE USING THE NEW PRESCRIBER ORDER SHEET (CLI.4510.PR.002.FORM.13) 

 

https://staffnet.southernhealth.ca/wp-content/uploads/Medication-Order-Writing.pdf
https://staffnet.southernhealth.ca/wp-content/uploads/Do-Not-Use-Dangerous-Abbreviations-Symbols-Dose-Designations.pdf
https://staffnet.southernhealth.ca/wp-content/uploads/Prescriber-Order-Sheet.pdf
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