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STANDARD GUIDELINE SUBJECT:
Anticoagulation for Venous Thromboembolism (Deep Vein Thrombosis and Pulmonary Embolism)

PURPOSE:

Venous thromboembolism (VTE) is one of the most common complications of hospitalization and the most
common preventable cause of hospital death. Use of standard treatment forms to help insure medications
are prescribed and administered properly. Heparin infusions and dalteparin injections are commonly used
in the treatment of acute VTE.

DEFINITIONS:
Venous thromboembolism (VTE): |s a thromboembolic event (“blood clot”) that develops within the
venous system and includes deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism.

Deep venous thrombosis (DVT): |s a thrombus occurring in one or more deep veins, especially in the legs,
where it may produce leg swelling and/or pain.

Pulmonary embolism (PE): |s a thrombus that arises in a deep vein and that embolizes to one or more of
the pulmonary arteries where it may result in breathlessness, chest pain, hemoptysis, syncope or death.

IMPORTANT POINTS TO CONSIDER:

Heparin infusions limited to regional sites with 24/7 lab access on site where aPTT monitoring can take
place. Note: Heparin continuous infusion may be initiated with the direction of a prescriber before the
patient is transferred to a site that can measure aPTT.

PROCEDURE:

As clinically appropriate, initiate the Heparin Infusion Standard Orders: Venous Thromboembolism
(DVT/PE) — CLI.6010.5SG.004.FORM.01 or Dalteparin Standard Orders: Treatment of Venous
Thromboembolism (DVT/PE) — CLI.6010.SG.004.FORM.02 in clients with a diagnosis or suspect diagnosis of
VTE. Use the Heparin IV Infusion Flowsheet — CLI.6010.5G.004.FORM.03 to document titrations and for the
independent double check signature.
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:

CLI.6010.5G.004.FORM.01 Heparin Infusion Standard Orders: Venous Thromboembolism (DVT/PE)
CLI.6010.5G.004.FORM.02 Dalteparin Standard Orders: Treatment of Venous Thromboembolism (DVT/PE)
CLI.6010.SG.004.FORM.03 Heparin IV Infusion Flowsheet
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https://shss-inter-staff.testweb.prv/wp-content/uploads/Heparin-Infusion-Standard-Orders-VTE-PE.pdf
https://shss-inter-staff.testweb.prv/wp-content/uploads/Dalteparin-Standard-Orders-VTE.pdf
https://shss-inter-staff.testweb.prv/wp-content/uploads/Heparin-Infusion-Flowsheet.pdf



