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Points to Consider for electrode placement:  

1. Avoid placing RA, LA, RL, LL electrodes over bony prominences, find a fleshy area (eg. under 
clavicles, below ribs, above hip bones) 

2. Ensure the RA/LA and RL/LL electrodes are placed mirrored to each other  
3. Choose one of the V lead positions (V1-V6) for your 5th electrode  

a. V3 for patients with cardiac chest pain.  
b. V1 for all other patients 
c. V6 as alternate if patient has surgical sites or wounds obstructing V1 and V3 placement 
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 V2 
V3 V4 V5 

V6 

Fourth Intercostal 
space immediately 
left of the sternum 

In between 
V2 and V4 

Fifth intercostal 
space midclavicular 
line 

Fifth intercostal 
space anterior 
axillary line 

Fifth Intercostal 
space mid axillary 
line 

RA= Right Arm 

LA= Left Arm 

RL= Right Leg 

LL= Left leg 

Choose V lead 
placement 


