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New Onset of Suspected Stroke Symptoms on Inpatient Units within a Stroke Centre 
 Bethesda Regional Health Centre      Boundary Trails Health Centre  Portage District General Hospital) 

 

Goal: Completion of Stroke Protocol/Care Map within 15 minutes (Initial Symptoms → Transfer = 15 minutes) 
 

Immediate Assessment and Actions Time Initials 

 Assess Circulation, Airway, Breathing (CAB) –  
If compromised, follow Code 25 (CLI.4510.PL.003) policy. 

  

 Complete the Cincinnati Stroke Scale (CSS)   

Assess Normal Abnormal   

Facial Droop 
Have the client show their teeth or 
smile 

 
  Both sides of face move 

easily 

 
 One side of face does not 

move at all 
  

Arm Drift 
Have the client close their eyes 
and hold their arms straight out in 
front of them for 10 seconds 

 
  Both arms move equally or not 

at all 

 
  One arm drifts compared to 

the other 
  

Speech 
Have the client say:  
“You cannot teach an old dog 
new tricks” 

 
  Client uses correct words with 

no slurring 

 
  Slurred or inappropriate words 

or mute 
  

Vital Signs: 
 
T________   P_______  R  ______  B/P  (R)  ______  (L)  _______ Sp02 ___________  
 

 Blood Glucose Check  _____________________mmol/L. 
 Keep Sp02 between 94% and 98%.  
 Page 3 times overhead  “Code 25 Stroke, Room ________”  

 

  

 Follow algorithm on page 2.   
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□ History 
□ Confirm time of onset 

or last time seen 
normal 

□ Vital Signs 
□ Blood Glucose Check 
□ Cincinnati Stroke Scale 

(see reverse side) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Patient on unit exhibits signs and 
symptoms suspicious of stroke 

Stable Circulation, 
Airway, Breathing  

YES 

NO 

NO 

Continue with Assessment, 
Physician Orders and 

treatment plan 

New Onset of Suspected Stroke Symptoms  
on Inpatient Units within a Stroke Centre 

YES 

At Bethesda Regional Health 
Centre, 
Boundary Trails Health Centre, 
and 
Portage District General 
Hospital 
 Call Code 25  
 Provide patient care as 

per Code 25 team 
 Inform primary care 

provider 
 Transfer to Emergency 

Department (ED) if 
ordered. 

 In ED, follow Hyperacute 
Stroke Algorithm for 
Stroke Centres 
(CLI.4110..PL.013.SD.02) 

One or more 
abnormal Indicators 
on Cincinnati Stroke 

Scale 


