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Process for Handling Non-Formulary (NF) Medication Orders — Flow Chart

Check Formulary Status (SHSS Formulary)

Medication Order for NF Medication - New Start

(Includes Formulary Restricted — not meeting criteria)

/

¥

Suitable formulary alternative available?

/ \ NO

YES

4

Continuation of therapy prior to admission — Refer to page 2

Contact Prescriber and Offer Alternative

¥

Alternative accepted?

Pharmacist agrees to indication and dosage are clinically appropriate? *

YES /
|

~—

NO

|

YES

NO

Is cost of therapy more than $500 per day or total
treatment course estimated to be greater than

Supply formulary medication.

$3000?

Advise prescriber to co-signature from another prescriber. Verbal order
acceptable (Inform drug cost, so co-signature only at once)

For any conflict involve the P&T members

YES NO

| |

Collaborate with the prescriber to fill the High Cost Approval Form that requires another pre-

Supply non-formulary medication

scriber’s confirmation. Verbal confirmation is acceptable, l

Require review by P&t members or physician that comfortable in reviewing the request. \

Document Approval and Rationale in Pharmacy System

Important Considerations:

S TS O

Need urgently?

- NF drugs may require 1 to 5 business days to obtain

Use clinical jJudgment to assess appropriateness, efficacy and safety (contraindications, drug interactions, adverse effects) based on available
evidence (including evidence provided by prescriber). This may include discussion with other Pharmacists if needed.

If considered controversial — refer prescriber to the Chief of Staff or CMO or delegate.

Consider feasibility post-discharge (New starts)
- Is it covered by Pharmacare/Insurance/NIHB?

Handling/Storage/Repackaging/Dispensing:
- Does it need to be refrigerated?
- Narcotic/controlled drug?

- Does the drug require a MSDS sheet? (required for chemical compounds)

- Is it a non-cytotoxic or cytotoxic hazardous material? Check |Hazardous Medication Lisd

- If not on Hazardous Medication List, use lAIgorithm for Safe Handling of New Drugs|

Oral medications on Cancer Care Manitoba Formulary [Home Cancer

Drug program] should be supplied by inpatient facility (stock may be obtained from CCMB pharmacy if

available). New starts in hospital need to follow the CCMB formulary process for outpatient coverage. N.B. There is no deductible. Further info in Pharmacy DI Database
[Search terms: CANCER DRUGS, ONCOLOGY DRUGS, Date: 29-APR-2015]

This process does not apply to complementary/alternative medications without a natural product number (NPN).
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https://home.wrha.mb.ca/medication-quality/policies/
https://home.wrha.mb.ca/old/prog/pharmacy/files/Algorithm_SafeHand_NewDrugs.pdf
https://staffnet.southernhealth.ca/wp-content/uploads/Regional-Drug-Formulary.pdf

/

Is it clinically appropriate to change the medication?

e Consider safety implications / potential for medication
errors post-discharge

e E.g. Usually not appropriate to change psychiatric
medications in stable patients

} }

YES NO

Continuation of therapy prior to admission

|

Suitable Formulary alternative available?

YES

— T

NO

T~

Pharmacist determines indication and dosage are clinically

—

}

Contact prescriber and offer alter-

|

Alternative accepted?

| |

YES NO

|

Supply formulary medication
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7 | medication? (If available)

(Do not repack!)

less than 72 hours

Is it appropriate to use patient’s own

¢ Do not use patient’s own medication if it
is bubble/blister packed or strip packed

e Patient’s own medication may be used if
a supply cannot be obtained in a timely
manner or anticipated length of stay is

l
-

Use patient’s own

NO

|

YES

Advise prescriber to co-signature
from another prescriber.
Verbal order acceptable

!

NO

}

Advise prescriber to co-signature from

another prescriber.

l

Is cost of therapy more than $500 per
day or total treatment course estimated
to be greater than $30007?

! }

YES NO

Approved
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Supply non-formulary medication

Document Approval and Rationale in Pharmacy system
- If cost of therapy > $500 per day complete NF Request
Form For High Cost Drugs and send to pharmacy manager

or designate.
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