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POLICY SUBIJECT:
Wound Care Prescriber Orders

PURPOSE:

To support the prevention and treatment of wounds as a shared and collaborative practice
between all Health Care Professionals who provide wound care to patients/clients/residents
within Southern Health-Santé Sud (SH-SS).

To clarify the roles and decision-making authority of Health Care Professionals practicing the
prevention and treatment of wounds within SH-SS.

To support evidence informed practice consistent with the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority
(WRHA) Wound Care Clinical Practice Guidelines http://www.wrha.mb.ca/extranet/eipt/EIPT-

013.php

To outline acceptable prescriber orders.

BOARD POLICY REFERENCE
Executive Limitation (EL-01) Global Executive Restraint & Risk Management
Executive Limitation (EL-02) Treatment of Clients

POLICY
A Health Care Professional’s scope of practice, role, function and responsibilities shall
determine their role in the prevention and treatment of wounds.
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A Prescriber’s order is not required for basic wound care or dressing selection (not containing
antimicrobials).

The Prescriber must be authorized to prescribe by their licensing/regulatory body. Advanced
Wound Care Clinicians may independently assess, plan and prescribe antimicrobials identified
in the Prescribers Guide for Advanced Wound Care Clinic Topical Antimicrobial Indicated in
Wounds with Critical Colonization and Infection (CL1.4110.PL.024.SD.01) Categories Safest,
Selective and Cautionary for all types of wounds.

» A Primary Care Provider should be consulted for:

o Wounds with compromised arterial perfusion,

Wounds that require infectious disease management,
Complex dermatological presentations and/or
Wounds which require surgical intervention.
Following consultation, a Primary Care Provider order is not required for ongoing
wound dressing selection, but should include consultation and discussion
regarding wound healing and treatment.

@)
@)
@)
@)

IMPORTANT POINTS TO CONSIDER
SH-SS Health Care Professionals practice in accordance with the evidence informed WRHA
Wound Care Clinical Guidelines.

Advanced Wound Care Clinicians should be consulted for:
» Wounds that are not healing at the expected rate which is a decrease in size by 20-40%
in 2-4 weeks,
» Wounds that are deteriorating and/or
» Wound with questionable arterial perfusion.

Advance Wound Care Clinicians or Nurses may recommend, initiate and/or perform other
diagnostic and treatments modalities for which they have been trained and supported by SH-SS
policy, i.e. Ankle Brachial Pressure Index (ABPI) using a handheld Doppler.

DEFINITIONS:
Orders: medication, diet or general orders for client care may be given by authorized clinicians
who are caring for the client. Orders are categorized as follows:

» Fax orders: those written and authenticated by a Legislated Health professional who
gave the order which is transmitted to a location where care is being provided via
facsimile machine.

» Telephone orders: those written or entered into the client file by a Legislated Health
Professional on behalf of another Legislated Health Professional who has communicated
the order by telephone.

» Verbal orders: those written or entered into the client file by a Legislated health
Professional on behalf of another Legislated Health Professional who is unable to write
or enter the order themselves, for example in an emergency situation.
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» Written orders: those entered and authenticated in the client file by a Legislated Health
Professional who is giving the order.

» Protocol Orders: any Evidence Informed Practice Tool (Care Maps, Clinical Protocols,
Clinical Practice Guidelines, Clinical Algorithms, Standing Orders and Standard Orders) as
authorized by SH-SS.

Acceptable Forms/Documentation of Prescriber Orders:

» Medication/Treatment Order received from prescriber on prescriber letterhead or
another alternative signed document by prescriber.

» Original or photocopy of prescription signed by prescriber.

» Photocopy of discharge medication/treatment on the hospital chart signed by the
prescriber.

» Electronic orders that are appropriately dated and electronically signed are acceptable.
If the orders are pre-printed and there are changes, the changes need to be signed.

Prescriber: refers to a Health Care Professional who is permitted to prescribe medications as
defined by provincial and federal legislation, his/her regulatory college or association, and
practice setting.

Primary Care Provider: may include Physicians, Nurse Practitioners, Physician Assistants and
Clinical Assistants.

Health Care Professional: refers to all Health Care Professional including those regulated by the
Regulated Health Professionals Act (RHPA) engaged in actions whose primary intent is to
enhance health, including those who promote and preserve health, those who diagnose and
treat disease, manage health and includes professionals with specific areas of competence.

Advanced Wound Care Clinician: Health Care Professional who has completed a recognized
wound care program, these include;

» Enterstomal Therapy (through the Canadian Association of Enterstomal Therapist
(CAET) or Wound, Ostomy and Continence (NSWOC).

» University affiliated advanced wound care education programs such as the
International Interprofessional Wound Care Course (IIWCC), University of Western
Ontario, Masters of Clinical Sciences in Wound Healing and the Grant MacEwan
University Certificate in Wound Management.

WRHA Wound Care Clinical Practice Guidelines: these guidelines provide all health care
professionals within SH-SS and SH-SS contracted sites with a consistent and evidence informed
approach to prevention and treatment of wounds.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:

CLI.4110.PL.024.5D.01 Prescribers Guide for Advanced Wound Care Clinic Topical
Antimicrobial Indicated in Wounds with Critical Colonization and
Infection
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